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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claim 9 and amend claims 8, 10» and 1 1 as follows: 

1-7 (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently amended) A method for manufacturing an optical fibei j.jerform 
using a ro d-in-tube method, ■wherein a firot glngg rod for a ooro or q riooriTK^ glfm a-f . fAti tVi^ 
core and a cladding io inaoitcd into a glofls pipe for liho clodding, tho method foy ' 
monufooturing on optiool fiber prcfomt comprising the steps of: 

a) inserting a glass rod into a glass pipe and setting a pressure reducti )n level 
reducing prcoguro in the glass pipe, 

b) auocoooivcly heating the glass pipe and the Sfs^ glass rod or the so < ond gloao 
fed in a longitudinal direction while rodueing the pr e ogufc in tho glaaa pipe , and 

c) causing the glass pipe to collapse ouooo5sivcly in the longitudinal < irection 
due to the heati niL and elongating the unified dass pipe and glass rod in the long i udinal 
direction until the outer diameter of the glass nine becomes a or edetennined dian ^ ^ [[;]] 

d) after tho atop o)^ ouoocaaivoly olongating the preform, in which thc ^ glaoo pipe 
and tho first gloas rod or the oocond glaoo rod ore miifiod, in the longitudinal dirc << ion until 
the outer diameter thoroof becomes aprcdcjtormincd diomoterj 

wherein in the step c), after tho gloao pipe and/or the firot gjlosa rod or the -i scond glaoo 
rod ia/arc formed into a topored ' shapo, tho glaaa pipe is caused to oollapao on tho i xat gletas 
rod or the accond gloaj rod a position at which the glass pipe and/or the glass rod | ire/is 
elongated is longitudinally upstream from a position at which the glass nine is ca^ sed to 
collapsed on the glass rod, and 

in the step c), the pressure reduction level is set so as to satisfy the foUowi ig 
equation: 

0,l<Ll/fLl+L2^<0.8. 

where LI is length fiom the position at which the glass nine and/or the gh j <s rod are/is 
elongated to the position at which the glass pipe is caused to collapse on the glasg i^ rod, and 1^2 
is the length fiom the position at which the glass pipe is caused to collapse on th<^ ; rlass rod to 
a position at which the outer diameter of the glass pipe becomes a predetermined j iameter. 
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9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Currentiy amended) The method for manufacturing an optical fit^ r prefonn 
according to claim 8 or 9> wherein the step c) is e nd the atcp d) are performed so i s to satisfy 
the following equation: 

l<(dO/DO)/(dl/Dl)<2, 

v/hcce DO 15 the outer diameter of the glass pipe, dO is the inner diameter \ f the glass 
pipe^ Dl is flie outer diameter of the glass pipe at the position at which tiie glass %{ pe is caused 
to collapse on the first glass rod or the second glass rod, and dl is the inner diamc j er of the 
glass pipe at the position at which the glass pipe is caused to collapse on the first j *^3s& rod or 
the second glass rod. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A method for manufacturing an optical fiber | perform 
using a rod^in^'tube method, whcsroin g fif at gloofl - rod for a ooro or a second gloss j )d for the 
eor e and o cladding ia inaortod into a gloao pipe for the olodd tBgy the method 
manufhoturing on optical fiber perform comprising tfie steps ofi 

a) insertinp^ a glass rod into a ^ass pipe and adjusting a pressure reduction level 
roduoing prossuro in the glass pipe; 

b) successively feeding tiie glass pipe and the fifst glass rod or the second I glass rod in 
a longitudinal direction into a heating fbmace y^lc reducing the prooauro in the ( logo pipe ; 
and 

c) causing the glass pipe to collapse succ e ssively in the longitudinal direction due to 
gucocssivoly heating of the glass pipe and the €fsl glass rod or the second gto s nld in the 
longitudinal direction in the step h \ and elongating the unified glass pipe and gla j s rod in the 
longitudinal direction until the outer diameter of the glass nine becomes a nredefa^ mined 

- » 

d) ofter A e step c), succoasivoly elongating the preform, in which ttio glQ5 < pipe and 
the firat glass rod or the scoond glooo rod ore unified, in the longitudinal diar eetiief ^ mHil th e 
outer diameter thoroof becomca a predetermined diomotor, 

wherein a cross section area of the &9t glass rod or the second gloss rod \i smaller 
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than a cross section area required for the glass pipe^ and 

the step of feeding is performed so as to satisfy the following equation: 
1 <VrA^p < 2, 

where Vr is a feed rate of the fi^ glass rod or the second gloss rod» and p is a feed 
rate of the glass pipe. 

> 

1 2, (Previously Presented) The method for manufacturing an optical iber prefonn 
according to claim 11, wherein in the step b), the feed rate of the first glass rod o| the second 
glass rod is adjusted such that a core/cladding ratio of the preform becomes a pre( etermined 
value. 

13, (Previously Presented) The method for manufacturing an optical t('>er prefbtm 
according to claim 1 1 or 12, wherein in the step b), the feed rate of the first glass | od or the 
second glass rod as adjusted such that a value of the core/cladding ratio of the pnt brm 
changes in the longitudinal direction as desired. 

14, (Previously Presented) The method for manufacturing an optical f 1 '>er preform 
acGording to claim 11 or 12, wherein the step c) is performed while the glass pipe) and/or the 
first glass rod or the second glass rod is/are rotated around the axis thereof. 
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